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OVERVIEW



HISTORY AND PURPOSE OF WMRDS

• Established October 2008 

• NIHR/DH initiative 

• To improve the number and quality of applications to the 
Research for Patient Benefit and other NIHR programmes

“applications from the NHS often contain excellent 
ideas … which unfortunately cannot be funded 

because of methodological flaws”



RESEARCH FOR PATIENT BENEFIT

• Established October 2006 

• 1 OF 10 NIHR funding programmes

• Response-mode funding for applied health and social care 
research 

“offering opportunities to research issues arising from daily 
practice in the NHS and to contribute to the improvement of 
the health and health care experience of users of the service”

• £250K over 3 years

• Funding decisions made on a regional basis



SERVICES OFFERED
• Study design including conduct of RCTs or other complex 

designs including mixed methods studies

• Statistics 

• Health economics

• Systematic reviews and meta-analysis

• Qualitative methods 

• Service evaluation

• Ethics and Governance

• Patient and Public Involvement

• Appropriate formation of Research Team

• Identification of Funding Bodies other than RfPB/NIHR



SUPPORT MAPPED TO RfPB PROCESS 
‘sequential or targeted packages of support’

Ideas and 
Questions RfPB ROI

Application 
to RfPB

Learn lessons 
from rejected bids

Assist with 
amendments

On-going support 
to funded projects

Celebrate 
successes

Is an RCT appropriate?
Who else should I work with? 
How do I involve users?
How do I fill in this application form?
Should I have a Steering Group?
Why wasn’t I funded?



HOW WMRDS OPERATES

1 CE - PCRN

3 CLRNs
•North West Midlands 

•Birmingham

•West Midlands South

WM RDS
Coordinating Office in 
Birmingham (Dept PHEB)

Hubs in the Universities of Keele, 
Birmingham, Warwick







OPERATING PROCEDURE

Enquiry made by electronic 
form on website

Client Contacts 
WMRDS

Enquiry made by telephone to 
central number or direct to Hub

Enquiry reviewed by member of Hub 
staff

Research consultation, action plan agreed  and feedback to Client.

If appropriate, referral to other linked organisations via Central Office.

Details of all contacts logged on WMRDS database

Central RDS ‘Clearing House’

Reviewed by Central 
Administrator, enquiry logged 
onto WMRDS database, and 

directed electronically to 
appropriate Hub based on 

Client’s area of work

Specialist Advisor 
Panel

Patient & User 
Advisory Group

Directory of 
Funding Bodies 

Local R&D, and 
Ethics



WHO SHOULD CONTACT THE RDS?

• Isolated health worker / novice researcher, with a good 
question which they want to take further

• Clinical team with some research experience, need 
methodological support

• Good team, limited in some areas, e.g. health 
economics

• Strong research team limited in clinical or user areas, 
need specific clinical expertise or user engagement

• Full research team, but need governance / ethics 
advice 



CONTACT THE WMRDS

• GENERAL ENQUIRIES: 0121 414 6270

• BIRMINGHAM HUB: 0121 414 7133

• KEELE HUB: 01782 733905

• WARWICK HUB: 02476 574530

• WEB: http://www.rds-wm.nihr.ac.uk
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